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DATE: APRIL 21, 2020 – VIRTUAL MEETING
REGULAR MEETING IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING THE WORKSHOP

MEETING CALLED TO ORDER

Mayor Higgins called the meeting to order at 7:32pm
SALUTE TO FLAG AND MOMENT OF SILENT REFLECTION
SUNSHINE LAW

Introduction as required under the Sunshine Law:  Adequate notice of this meeting has been provided by the adoption of a Resolution by the Mayor and Council on the seventh day of January 2020 in which Resolution the time and place of Agenda and Regular Meetings commencing with January 7, 2020 were set forth.  Notice of same was delivered to the Asbury Park Press and the Coast Star and a copy of the notice was posted on the bulletin board in Borough Hall.  Notice of the virtual meeting was noticed to the papers on April 17th and a copy of the notice was posted on the door of Borough Hall and posted on the website.  All meetings are open to the public. 
ROLL CALL 

Douglas Witte

Present





Virginia Kropac

Present 
Hawley Scull


Present
Christopher D’Antuono
Present
David Gardner

Present
Nick DeMauro

Present
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Councilman Gardner made a motion to approve the minutes from the April 7, 2020 Regular Virtual Meeting, seconded by Councilman DeMauro, all are in favor.
COMMUNICATIONS
None on the agenda
REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

· Councilman DeMauro reported that he is still looking in to the park.  He received preliminary drawings and some changes were made by CME.  Councilman DeMauro reported that CME suggested that there are 2 vacant lots near the park that would make a great area for a playground.  All other matters are in order.
· Councilman Gardner reported that the next meeting of the Environmental Commission is still scheduled for May 20th.  Under Sustainable Jersey, Lake Como is eligible for a grant again, the last one we got Lake Como had a master’s student here and did the work to obtain a grant for the vehicle charging station.  Councilman Gardner reported that he was hoping to have an answer on that soon.  All other matters are in order.
· Councilman D’Antuono reported that the residents enrolled in the energy co-op will be seeing a rate decrease and the terms of the program are going to be extended.  All residents were automatically enrolled in the program but could opt out at any time.  All other matters are in order. 
· Councilwoman Scull thanked the Police Chief and the Police Department for escorting the Easter Bunny around town, it was a great event.  Councilwoman Scull also thanked the Fahey Brothers for putting together the takeout event which was a huge success for our businesses.  Councilwoman Scull also reported that the Tourism Commission is discussing putting together a contest for the residents so stay tuned for those details.  All other matters are in order. 
· Councilwoman Kropac reported that the budget will be introduced tonight and under Community Development Block Grant, we are still waiting on JCP&L but the deadline has been extended until December.  All other matters are in order. 
· Councilman Witte reported that this year’s budget will have a 2.4¢ decrease and thanked Louise for all her hard work on the budget.  All other matters are in order.
Mayor Higgins report is as follows: 

13 residents are currently tested positive within the borough of Lake Como. 
Since Declaring a State of Emergency within the borough I have taken action to reduce the spread of COVID 19 within the borough.

· We have closed Behrman Park

· We have issues and Emergency No Parking restrictions on North Blvd. 

· Most Recently we had to take measures against groups of people congregating at the lake.

· And tonight I am issuing an Executive Order issuing temporary parking passes for residents of Lake Como during this State of Emergency - Parking permits will be required in all residential areas. This will be in effect for on-street parking only. 

· In addition, I have asked the council to approve the first reading of Ordinance 2020-950 that will Amend Chapter 7 of the revised general ordinance which will set a plan for future permit parking restrictions in the borough.

I would like to thank everyone in the borough who continue to show up for work every day. 

I want to mention Ed Kirchenbaum with the Belmar/Lake Como OEM and Chief Tina Scott who has been in constant contact with our borough every day and multiple times per day. Thank you to them for all their work.

Also, I want to thank the teachers at Belmar Elementary School and Manasquan High School who continue to provide instruction to our students daily.  All other matters are in order.

· Belmar Chief Tina Scott reported that there will not be stickers distributed in Belmar but designated areas that are marked as resident parking only.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS

None
PUBLIC COMMENTS ON NEW BUSINESS 

Councilman Gardner made a motion to open the meeting to the public seconded by Councilman DeMauro, all are in favor.
No Public Comments 

Councilman Gardner made a motion to close the meeting to the public seconded by Councilman DeMauro, all are in favor.
CONSENT AGENDA
All items listed under this section are considered to be routine by the Borough Council and will be enacted by one motion.  There will be no separate discussion on these items.  If discussion is desired, that item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately.
Resolution 2020-82

Refund of Street Opening Escrow

Resolution 2020-83

Refund of Street Opening Escrow

Councilwoman Scull made a motion to approve the items on the Consent Agenda seconded by Councilman DeMauro, all are in favor.
NEW BUSINESS

Resolution 2020-80
Renewal for Participation in the Community Development Block Grant Program
Offered by Councilwoman Kropac, seconded by Councilwoman Scull, roll call vote as follows:
Yes: Councilmembers Witte, Kropac, Scull, D’Antuono, Gardner and DeMauro
No: None

Abstain: None

Absent: None
Resolution 2020-86
Authorizing Estimated Tax Bills
Offered by Councilman Witte, seconded by Councilwoman Scull, roll call vote as follows:

Yes: Councilmembers Witte, Kropac, Scull, D’Antuono, Gardner and DeMauro

No: None

Abstain: None

Absent: None
Resolution 2020-84

Changing Meeting Dates

Offered by Councilman D’Antuono, seconded by Councilwoman Scull, roll call vote as follows:

Yes: Councilmembers Witte, Kropac, Scull, D’Antuono, Gardner and DeMauro

No: None

Abstain: None

Absent: None
Ordinance 2020-950

Introduction and First Reading

Permit Parking

Offered by Councilman Witte, seconded by Councilwoman Scull, roll call vote as follows:

Yes: Councilmembers Witte, Kropac, Scull, D’Antuono, Gardner and DeMauro

No: None

Abstain: None

Absent: None
Introduction of Municipal Budget

Offered by Councilman Witte, seconded by Councilwoman Scull, roll call vote as follows:

Yes: Councilmembers Witte, Kropac, Scull, D’Antuono, Gardner and DeMauro

No: None

Abstain: None

Absent: None

Councilman Witte thanked Louise for all her hard work on this budget and Mayor Higgins commented that this will be the 4th year in a row that there will be a decrease in the budget.
PUBLIC COMMENTS

Councilman Gardner made a motion to open the meeting to the public, seconded by Councilman DeMauro, all are in favor.
Patrick Ranahan of North Boulevard stated he has been a proponent of permit parking for years and would be happy to volunteer to pass out stickers on Saturday.

Jake Friedland of 20th Avenue asked if any summer rental decisions have been made and if there would be enough time to get a rental inspection for the summer.
NEXT MEETING

The next regular meeting of the Mayor and Council will be held on Tuesday, May 5, 2020, immediately following the 7:30pm Workshop meeting and the location is to be determined.  All meetings are open to the public. 
MOTION TO ADJOURN

David Gardner made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Councilwoman Scull, all are in favor.
Respectfully Submitted

Amy L. Boney

Deputy Borough Clerk

The minutes of this meeting are not verbatim.  Please call Borough Hall at (732)681-3232 to schedule an appointment to hear the tape(s) of this meeting in its entirety.  All tapes are subject to being destroyed 80 days after the approval of the Minutes.
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